
Embedding Writing and Learning Strategies  
into a  

Collaborative Writing Assignment: 

 Student Learning Services and Management 2130 

 

Catharine Lindland 

November 11, 2011 



In a Nutshell 

• 12 Sections of MGMT 2130 (core course in BBA) 

 

• Case study assignment: Group writing 

 

• 4 Writing and Learning Strategists 

 

• Embed writing and learning strategies  

 



Why? 

• Previous SoTL study 

• Student unpreparedness: 
– Working effectively with others to achieve goals 

– Managing a project in terms of time and tasks 

– Integrating scholarly research material (quotations & 

paraphrases) without plagiarizing 

– Using proper referencing to credit sources 

– Writing & editing at a university level  

 



Why? 

• Instructor frustration 

 

• Capacity building 

 

• Research on embedding writing/learning 

strategies 

 



Foundational Research 

• Strategy instruction should be embedded within a 
disciplinary context 

• Explicit instruction should provide students with 
multiple opportunity for practice and feedback and 
to evaluate their performance (Schunk & Ertmer, 
2000). 

• “To learn and hone  study tactics and to develop 
genuinely adaptive strategies, student must work 
with academic content” (Hadwin & Winne, 1996). 

• Metacurriculum approach: powerful intervention 
(Barrie, 2007; Weinstein et al., 2011). 



How Did We Make it Happen? 

• Examined learning objectives and structure of 
the course 

• Embedded skill development at critical points 

• Assigned a reflection paper on interventions for 
course credit 

• Ran a pilot for one section in Spring 2011 with 
the Course Coordinator 

 

 

 



What Are We Doing? 
 

• Four Interventions: 
1. Effective Group Collaboration 

2. Managing the Group Writing Process 

3. Integrating & Referencing Journal 
Articles 

4. Editing & Proofreading Strategies 

 

 

 







Action Plan for Time Management & 

Document Management 



Reflection Paper: 
Think about the moments in the process that went well and the 
moments that did not go well or presented challenges and answer the 
following questions in complete sentences (one to two pages in 
total): 
•Provide 3 examples of how you supported and/or failed to support 
 the process toward the final outcome. 
•Describe 3 key ideas / strategies from this collaborative writing 
 process you will take to other courses.  Explain what helped you 
 learn each.  
•Describe one improvement each of the following could have made 
 to the process: 

1.Instructor, 
2.Writing and Learning Strategist, 
3.You. 



What Are We Researching? 
 

 
What evidence of skill and strategy 
acquisition do students demonstrate after 
they are taught skills/strategies by 
integrating them into their course 
assignment? 
 
 
 



What Data Are We Gathering? 

• 2 groups: instructors and students 

 

• Pre and post surveys 

 

• 3 one-minute reviews 

 

• Reflection paper 

 

• Focus groups 

 



What Are We Hearing and Seeing? 

• Less conflict in teams 

• Students are further along in the 

assignment 

• The resources of action plan and report 

template extremely useful 

• Students are accessing Student Learning 

Services with focussed questions 

 



 What do We Hope to Learn? 

• What interventions/strategies were the most 
helpful and applicable? 

 

• Does embedding skills in a course assignment 
result in skill acquisition and strategy use? 



What’s Next? 

• Winter 2012 semester 

• Train the trainer 

• Build a case for more Writing and 
Learning Strategists 

• Build capacity 



• Questions??? 

 

• How might this be helpful in your 
context? 


